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the lives of innocent people and helped to preserve a way of life—one 
that cherishes and protects the God-given rights of all. Their time on 
earth was well spent. 

On Memorial Day, we give thanks for the great blessings of freedom 
and peace and for the generations of Americans who have won them 
for us. We also pray for the same strength and moral resolve demon
strated by these hallowed veterans, as well as for the true and lasting 
peace found in a world where liberty and justice prevail. 

In respect and recognition of those Americans to whom we pay tribute 
today, the Congress, by a joint resolution approved on May 11,1950 (64 
Stat. 158], has requested the President to issue a proclamation calling 
upon the people of the United States to observe each Memorial Day as 
a day of prayer for permanent peace and designating a period on that 
day when the people of the United States might unite in prayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, May 29,1989, as a day 
of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in 
each locality at 11 o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite 
in prayer. I urge the press, radio, television, and all other information 
media to cooperate in this observance. 

I also direct all appropriate Federal officials and request the Governors 
of the several States and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the 
appropriate officials of all units of government, to direct that the fiag 
be fiown at half-staff until noon during this Memorial Day on all build
ings, grovmds, and naval vessels throughout the United States and in all 
areas under its jurisdiction and control, and I request the people of the 
United States to display the flag at half-staff from their homes on this 
day for the customary forenoon period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
second day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and thirteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 5986 of May 24,1989 

National Day of Remembrance for the Victims of tiie USS 
IOWA 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Each day, on land, at sea, and in the air, the men and women of the 
United States Armed Forces stand watch. They keep a constant vigil 
for our security and for the peace and freedom with which we have 
been blessed. Theirs is an awesome responsibility. Our soldiers, sail
ors, and airmen are not only indispensable pillars of our national de
fense, but also visible symbols of oiu* commitment to the principles of 
liberty, self-determination, and democratic government. 
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On the world's oceans, even the routine of daily operation is not with
out substantial hazard for o\ir sailors and marines. The fallen crew 
members of the USS IOWA understood the risks they would face while 
serving our coimtry, yet they chose to accept them. They were patriots 
and professionals. 

The people of the United States will long remember the 47 young men 
killed by the tragic explosion on board the USS IOWA. We shall re
member them for their bravery and selflessness, just as we remember 
the many honored veterans who have gone before them. They served 

, this coimtry with pride and purpose, and we must never forget the sac
rifices they made for our sake. 

In solemn recognition of the valiant crew members of the USS IOWA 
who lost their lives on April 19, 1989, and in order to extend to their 
families the American people's heartfelt sympathy, the Congress, by 
House Joint Resolution 247, has designated Memorial Day, May 29, 
1989, as the "National Day of Remembrance for the Victims of the USS 
IOWA." House Joint Resolution 247 also authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this day. 

NOW. THEREFORE. I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Monday, May 29, 1989, as the National 
Day of Remembrance for the Victims of the USS IOWA. I call upon all 
Americans to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activi
ties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
fourth day of May, in the year of oiu* Lord nineteen himdred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two himdred and thirteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 5987 of May 24,1989 

National Safe Boating Week, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America « 
A Proclamation 

The liu-e of the open water attracts increasing nimibers of Americans to 
the scenic waterways of our coimtry each year. Recreational boating 
has become one of this Nation's most popular leisure-time activities. It 
is estimated that more than 70 million Americans will take to the water 
this year to enjoy fishing, hunting, waterskiing, cruising, sailing, and 
other activities involving the use of a boat. 

Unfortunately, an improperly handled boat can be a dangerous or even 
deadly instrument. More than one thousand persons die each year on 
our country's lakes, rivers, streams, oceans, and bays. National Safe 
Boating Week is proclaimed, therefore, as an appeal to all Americans 
to respect the marine environment and to operate watercraft in a safe 
and prudent manner. 

Boating remains one of the least regulated transportation activities, 
making it imperative that all pilots be familiar with safe operating pro-
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